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Another aspect of the disparity of privilege which greatly affected morale,
particularly in the Pacific area, was the inequality in the distribution of supplies.
Most of the Army felt the Navy had much more comfortable quarters and
many more luxuries. On my visit to Okinawa, the Navy enlisted personnel could
each have a case of beer a week in contrast to a ration of two bottles a week for
the soldier. The Navy officers' clubs always seemed to have plenty of hard
liquor; the Army officers' clubs very rarely had any at all. The inequalities of
food, vehicles, supplies, equipment led to the "rustling" and "promoting*' of
needed articles. This occurred of course "without the knowledge'1 of the unit
commander but with his delighted approval, and no questions asked. It is un-
derstandable that many officers felt perfectly justified in their attitude when
the needs of their men were acute. There was much unofficial exchange of
services and supplies between unrelated units. This often increased morale and
produced good working spirit between organizations in the Army, Navy, and
Marine Corps.46

STRESSES RELATED TO REDEPLOYMENT

It was announced that when the war was over in Europe, military forces
would be transported to the Pacific. A large percentage of the men in the Euro-
pean Theater thought they had done their share. Even the troops who had been
in that theater only a relatively short time adopted that attitude. On the other
hand, those who had to take a total point of view fully realized that the job
might possibly be more difficult in the Pacific than it had been in Europe. If so,
all available trained troops would be required. Nevertheless, it was early evi-
dent that there would be a terrific reaction on the part of soldiers against their
redeployment from one theater to the other.

This stress was anticipated by the psychiatrists. A special bulletin,47 pub-
lished in June, 1945, pointed out that this necessary move would precipitate
many psychiatric casualties. Therefore it would require the utmost in keen
alertness and positive preventive measures to minimize the problem.

Before Japan capitulated on September 2,1945, a sufficient number of sol-
diers had been returned to this country, following VE-day on May 8, 1945,
en route to Japan to give some indication of the type of their reaction. These
battlewise veterans could not fit into the retraining program. They felt they
knew how to fight from experience, and they did not want any "desk com-

46 Numerous instances of such exchanges were related to me by my professional associate, Lt.
Comdr. H. H. Crank, who had been stationed on Okinawa.
47 "Medical Problems of Redeployment," War Department Technical Bulletin, Medical 170,
June, 1945-